
S P R I N G  2 0 2 5  P R O G R A M S

To provide intellectually  
stimulating, affordable, non-credit 
learning opportunities to people  
50 and over throughout Vermont  
in community settings.

Our Mission:

REGISTER TODAY! learn.uvm.edu/olli/lamoille REGISTER TODAY! learn.uvm.edu/olli/lamoille

Stowe Cinema 3Plex
454 Mountain Road, Stowe, VT 05672

FEBRUARY  5–MARCH  26 
Wednesdays, 1–2 pm

OLLI at UVM, one  
of more  than 120  
OLLIs nationwide,  is  
a cooperative learning 
community supported 
by the contributions 
and participation of  
our members.
Spanning seven locations across the state of 
Vermont, OLLI members are a part of a vibrant  
and dynamic community of lifelong learners 
who enjoy exploring new ideas, enhancing their 
creativity, and sharing a passion with others  
through in-person & online programs.

For weather related schedule changes, check the website,  
listen to WDEV 550 AM or WLVB 93.9 FM.

F E B R U A R Y  1 9

The Common Loon: Stories about a Loon’s Life 
Eric Hanson 

2
3

 M
A

N
S

FI
E

LD
 A

V
E

N
U

E
, 

B
U

R
LI

N
G

TO
N

, 
V

T 
0

5
4

0
1

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. 
Po

st
ag

e

P
A

I
D

B
ur

lin
gt

on
, V

T
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 1
4

3

R
eg

ist
er

  
 to

da
y!

le
ar

n.
u

vm
.e

du
/

o
ll

i/
la

m
o

il
le

8
0

2
.6

5
6

.8
4

0
7

no
nc

re
di

t@
uv

m
.e

du

R
e

ci
pr

o
ca

l 
M

e
m

be
rs

hi
p:

O
nc

e 
yo

u 
be

co
m

e 
a 

m
em

be
r 

in
 y

ou
r 

 
lo

ca
l s

ta
te

w
id

e 
O

LL
I, 

 yo
u 

ar
e 

en
tit

le
d 

to
 a

tt
en

d 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

at
 t

he
 s

ix
 U

VM
 

st
at

ew
id

e 
O

LL
Is

 (
C

en
tr

al
 V

T,
 L

am
oi

lle
 

Va
lle

y, 
R

ut
la

nd
, S

pr
in

gfi
el

d,
 S

t.
 A

lb
an

s 
an

d 
S

t.
 J

oh
ns

bu
ry

) 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 V
er

m
on

t.

C
al

l t
o 

ad
d 

yo
ur

 n
am

e 
to

 t
he

 r
os

te
r.

Yo
ur

 a
ct

iv
e 

S
ta

te
w

id
e 

O
LL

I m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

al
so

 e
nt

itl
es

 y
ou

 t
o 

si
gn

 u
p 

fo
r 

 
C

am
pu

s 
O

LL
I c

am
pu

s 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

at
  

th
e 

di
sc

ou
nt

ed
 m

em
be

r 
ra

te
.



S P R I N G  2 0 2 5  P R O G R A M S

FEBRUARY  5–MARCH  26 
Wednesdays, 1–2 pm

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !  F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  G O  T O :  learn.uvm.edu/olli/lamoille

Understanding Modern Slavery
with Sara Reed—2024 Fulbright Recipient, 
Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research
February 5, 1–2 pm

Social Studies teacher Sara Reed’s presentation 
will illustrate the story of historic slavery from 
its beginning, with the invention of agriculture 
about 8,000 years ago, to its current form: 
modern slavery. She will discuss both its changes 
and continuities and, in particular, the forms it 
takes today: descent-based slavery, debt bondage, 
contract slavery, forced labor, sex trafficking, 
child soldiers, and child marriage. She will 
explain what makes people vulnerable to this 
condition and will examine the rising new 
abolitionist movement.

The Common Loon:  
Stories About a Loon’s Life
with Eric Hanson—Biologist, Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies
February 19, 1–2 pm

In this program, Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
(VCE) biologist Eric Hanson will discuss the 
amazing recovery of loons in Vermont over the 
past 30 years, the threats that they face, and the 
conservation actions that have brought them 
back. Eric will explore their fascinating behaviors 
and natural history from territorial takeovers to 
visual and verbal communication. The VLCP is 
a program of the Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
(VCE) and the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department.

Historic Stage Curtains  
in Northern Vermont
with Christine Hadsel—Director, Curtains Without 
Borders
February 26, 1–2 pm

Over the past 25 years, Curtains Without 
Borders has documented and conserved all 198 
pieces of historic stage scenery in Vermont—
well, not quite all. Hyde Park Opera House was 
conserved in the 1990’s, and there is still one 
woodland scene in a barn in Sutton that needs to 
be treated and installed. This talk will focus on 
curtains in northern Vermont, with side trips to 
other parts of the state.

Beyond the Ban
with Loren Polk and Molly Nesselrodt—Director and 
Assistant Director, Stowe Free Library
March 5, 1–2 pm

Stowe Free Librarians Loren Polk and Molly 
Nesselrodt will discuss how a library collection 
is built and the dangers of book bans and other 
challenges. By sharing insights on how books 
are carefully selected to meet the needs and 
interests of the community, they will address 
the growing issue of book bans and challenges, 
exploring the impact these actions have on access 
to diverse perspectives and the freedom to read. 
With a focus on the importance of intellectual 
freedom, Loren and Molly will highlight the 
dangers of censorship in libraries and schools. 
This conversation will emphasize the critical role 
played by libraries in fostering an informed and 
open society.

Cole Porter: Sophisticate of 
American Music, Part II
with Robert Wyatt—American Music Specialist
March 12, 1–2 pm

Back by popular demand from his audience 
in Lamoille County, Robert Wyatt will travel 
through the second half of Porter’s prolific career. 
(Lamoille OLLI’s time constraints denied its 
audience the full story.) Porter’s life on Broadway 
and in Hollywood—40 years that produced 33 
stage works and the music for 23 films. Rare 
archival film clips and recordings of original cast 
members, including Ethel Merman, Fred Astaire, 
Louis Armstrong, and Bing Crosby are featured, 
along with Porter himself singing and playing 
“You’re the Top”—which he was.

Me, You, and AI
with Katheryn Wright—Professor of Interdisciplinary 
Studies and Digital Humanities, Champlain College
March 19, 1–2 pm

The lecture offers relationship advice for how to 
connect—and perhaps disconnect—with artificial 
intelligence. Many of us are in the “getting to 
know you” phase of our relationship with AI 
where we are learning more about the strengths 
and limitations of this potentially transformative 
technology. Explore the practical uses and ethical 
implications of generative AI, the type of AI that 
focuses on content creation, by considering the 
broader implications of its integration into our 
daily lives.

Living With Black Bears
with Jaclyn Comeau—Biologist, Vermont Fish and Wildlife
March 26, 1–2 pm

Join Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s black bear 
biologist Jaclyn Comeau for a discussion about 
Vermont’s black bear. The presentation will cover 
black bear biology, ecology, and their status in 
Vermont, along with specific steps Vermonters 
can take to better coexist with these animals.

Brynn’s Five Waves of Wisdom
with Charlotte Brynn—Executive Director, The Stowe 
Swimming Hole
February 12, 1–2 pm

Join Charlotte Brynn for stories from the sea as 
she recounts tackling some of the world’s most 
challenging marathon swims while on her quest 
to achieve the Triple Crown of Open Water 
Swimming: Swimming Around Manhattan 28 
miles, Swimming the Catalina Channel 20 miles, 
and swimming the English Channel 21 miles. 
Battling cold waters, big waves, freight tankers, 
sharks, and jellyfish. You’ll be on the edge of your 
seat and inspired to stretch for your dreams too.

Register today!

Lamoille OLLI Registration
SPR ING  2025  PROGRAMS

Please consider option 1 or 2
(Quick & easy for you, and also for the OLLI Staff and Volunteers)

* W E  C A N N O T  A C C E P T  P A Y M E N T  A T  T H E  D O O R  *

R E G I S T R A T I O N / P A Y M E N T  O P T I O N S :

1 Go to website: learn.uvm.edu/olli/lamoille and register online  
with your credit card;

2 Register over the phone with your credit card by simply calling the UVM  
Non-Credit Registration office at 802.656.8407 during regular business hours  
or email noncredit@uvm.edu

3 Complete the registration form below indicating full series membership or which 
specific program(s) you wish to attend; mail completed form and your check (made 
out to University of Vermont-OLLI) to:

  UVM Non-Credit Registration Office 
  85 South Prospect Street, Box 34 
  Burlington, VT 05405

NAME (S )

ADDRESS

C I TY  STATE  Z I P

PHONE  EMA I L

DATE  T I T LE

DATE  T I T LE

DATE  T I T LE

Please check one of the following options:

  Early Bird Full Membership: (Register by January 22): $40.50

  Full Series Membership: (after January 22): $45

  Individual Program(s) $8 each
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