
Our Mission:
To provide intellectually stimulating, 

affordable, non-credit learning 
opportunities to people 50 and over 

throughout Vermont in community settings.

LEARN.UVM.EDU/OLLI/SPRINGFIELD
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REGISTER TODAY!
LEARN.UVM.EDU/OLLI/SPRINGFIELD

SIGN UP NOW!

OLLI at UVM, one of 125 OLLIs 
at colleges and universities 
nationwide, is a cooperative 
learning community supported 
by the contributions and 
participation of our members.

Spanning seven locations across the state of Vermont, 
OLLI members are a part of a vibrant and dynamic 
community of lifelong learners who enjoy exploring 
new ideas, enhancing their creativity, and sharing a 
passion with others through in-person & online programs.

For weather-related schedule changes, check the website or 
call 802-885-3094 the morning of the program. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
TO OUR LOCAL 
BENEFACTOR: 
BARBARA 
SANDERSON! 

Tuesdays 2 :00 –  3 :30 PM

Nolin Murray Center 
(next to St. Mary’s Catholic Church)

38 Pleasant St.
Springfield, VT 05156 

S E P T E M B E R  1 7  –  D E C E M B E R  3



Anita  Rafael ,  Author , For the Love 
of Vermont: The Lyman Orton Collection

We’ll hear the story of the magni�cent art 
collection of Lyman Orton, proprietor of The 
Vermont Country Store, and how he went about 
collecting this artwork for nearly half a century to 
ensure that these treasures stayed in their home 
state of Vermont. We’ll view photographs of 
many of the pieces and hear how Rafael helped to 
collect and tell the stories behind the scenes and 
the artists that depict a true love of Vermont in 
the landscape and the lives of Vermont’s people. 
Included will be pieces by Rockwell Kent, Luigi 
Lucioni, Dean Fausett, Henry Shokler, and 
Stuart Eldredge – all from a time that Lyman 
Orton calls the ‘Golden Era’ of the painters in 
Vermont, from 1910 to 1970. Michel le  Arnosky Sherburne,  

Author, Vermont Historian, Newspaper 
Publisher 

Building upon last year’s tremendous interest in 
Vermont’s role in the Underground Railroad, 
Sherburne will return for a closer look at its local 
history.  We’ll zoom in on networking examples 
from four compass points in Vermont: 
Burlington, Spring�eld, Thetford and 
Ferrisburg.  In Burlington and Thetford, locals 
had a system in place to aid freedom seekers from 
one household to another discreetly, due to 
dangers of exposure, capture, and ruined 
reputations.  Underground Railroad agents 
worked together to move people through their 
town northward to full freedom in Canada. 
Another form of networking will be shared about 
the Robinsons in Ferrisburg who used their 
Quaker ties and family connections to receive 
and pass along freedom seekers.  We’ll meet 
Vergennes native Delia Webster whose mission 
to help freedom seekers in Kentucky and Indiana 
made her notorious, for which she was in and out 
of jail and the news constantly.  We’ll hear more 
about Spring�eld’s own Noah Safford and his 
association with New England abolitionists and 
his local Spring�eld efforts of moving freedom 
seekers along the Underground Railroad. 

Joseph A.  C i t ro ,  Writer, Folklorist, 
Native Vermonter 

Join us for a Special Halloween Program with 
Vermont’s expert in all things strange and 
consider the evidence!  Ghosts? Are they real? 
Are the routines of our lives occasionally 
disrupted by inexplicable happenings? 
Coincidences? Visions? Messages from beyond? 
Can we �let fact from �ction in the realm of the 
supernatural?  Through a series of books, �ction 
and non�ction, and via twenty-two years as a 
public radio commentator, Joe Citro is the �rst 
writer in the history of our state to collect 
Vermont’s strangest tales - historic and folkloric. 
Join him for a sampling of our rich local lore and 
an overview of his efforts to preserve it.  We’ll 
hear excerpts from his work and the stories of 
how he collects and validates claims. His books 
will be available for purchase and signing. 

Sydney Lea,  Author, Vermont’s Poet 
Laureate 2011-15 

We’ll begin with a look at our iconic Vermont 
poet, Robert Frost, who is very much a poet of 
landscape. As we examine how poems express the 
views of traditional agricultural hill farms, we’ll 
also consider the challenge of expressing changes 
of the landscape implicit in the last line of Frost’s 
“The Oven Bird,” What to make of a diminished 
thing?  With discussion and readings of Frost and 
other poets’ work, including Lea’s own, we’ll hear 
illustrations of how the language of poetry can 
express the environment around us. 

SEPTEMBER 17
Saving the “Lost” 
Paintings of Vermont 

NOVEMBER 12      
Poetry of Vermont 
Landscape 

Andrew Buchanan, Senior Lecturer, 
Global, Environmental, Military History, 
University of Vermont  

We’ll hear about the long-term global effect that 
World War II had upon the world order, and 
how what happened more than 80 years ago is 
still crucially important in the politics and 
current events of today.

OCTOBER 1
The Long World War II 

*WEDNESDAY* OCTOBER 16      
A Closer Look at 
Vermonters and the 
Underground Railroad in 
the Pre-Civil War Era 

Mark Breen,  Senior Meteorologist and 
Planetarium Director, Fairbanks Museum 
and Planetarium 

**Returning for his 13th Annual Presentation to 
our Spring�eld OLLI Group** 
 
Of all the astronomical events that we can witness, 
none has brought the range of fear and 
excitement, superstition and science, hysteria and 
history, as that of eclipses. Breen will illuminate 
the shadowy nature of eclipses, from lunar eclipses 
and their curious transformation of the Moon to a 
bizarre red disc, to the extremely rare total solar 
eclipse, like the one seen in northern Vermont this 
past April.  Through the centuries, humans 
worked tirelessly at unraveling the mysteries of the 
heavens, and eventually came to understand the 
role of the Moon, orbiting the Earth, yet only very 
rarely passing so precisely between the Sun and 
Earth, or through the Earth’s shadow, in order to 
create an eclipse.  Breen will weave elements of 
science, history, and imagery to change the 
mysterious to the marvelous! 

DECEMBER 3        
In the Land of Shadow 
and Light: The Science, 
Beauty, and Nature of 
Eclipses 

OCTOBER 29     
Vermont's Supernatural 
Side: Chronicling Our 
State’s Ghost Stories and 
Unexplained Phenomena 
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Spring�eld
OLLI Registration
FALL 2024 SEMESTER

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT OPTIONS:
1. Go to website address (learn.uvm.edu/olli/spring�eld) and 

register online with your credit card;

2. Register over the phone with your credit card by simply calling 
the UVM Non-Credit Registration of�ce at 802-656-8407 during 
regular business hours or email noncredit@uvm.edu

3. Complete the registration form below indicating full series 
membership or which speci�c program(s) you wish to attend; 
mail completed form and your check (made out to University of 
Vermont-OLLI) to:

UVM Non-Credit Registration Of�ce
85 South Prospect Street, Box 34
Burlington, VT 05405

Please check one of the following options:

EARLY BIRD FULL MEMBERSHIP: REGISTER BY SEPT 3: $31.50 _______ 

FULL SERIES MEMBERSHIP: AFTER SEPT 3: $35 _______  

INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM(S) $8 EACH _______  

DATE ______________   TITLE ___________________________________________________________________

DATE ______________   TITLE ___________________________________________________________________

DATE ______________   TITLE ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME(S)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE

STATE ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Please consider option 1 or 2
(Quick & easy for you, and also for the OLLI Staff and Volunteers)

* WE CANNOT ACCEPT PAYMENT AT THE DOOR *

Joseph Ci t ro

Claude Dern Autumn in The Hollow 
Courtesy of The Lyman Orton Collection 


