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St. Johnsbury OSHER
Lifelong Learning Institute

SPRING 2022
LECTURE SERIES

Intellectually stimulating
learning opportunities

in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom
Homeschoolers welcome

THURSDAYS, 1:30 - 3:00 PM
STARTING ON MARCH 10, 2022

THROUGH APRIL 28, 2022
AT CATAMOUNT ARTS

ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

Founded in 2002 as the result of a generous grant 
from the Bernard Osher Foundation, based in San 
Francisco. The Osher Foundation has funded over 90 
universities throughout the United States to establish 
lifelong learning institutes that provide non-credit, 
college level programs for adults. There are eight OL-
LIs in communities throughout Vermont: Brattleboro, 
Rutland, Springfield, Central Vermont, Newport/Derby,
 St. Albans, Lamoille Valley, as well as St. Johnsbury. 
OLLI programs are also held on the UVM campus in 
Burlington.

Join Osher if you:
• Like to learn for the joy of learning
• Are interested in exploring a variety of topics and 
issues
• Enjoy interacting with others who want to continue to 
learn
• Want to support the ongoing programs provided by 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes in the Northeast 
Kingdom 

Membership Benefits:
• Free attendance at all St. Johnsbury Osher pro-
grams this semester.
Free attendance at 7 other OLLIs throughout Ver mont.
Go to www.learn.uvm.edu/olli for offerings
• Discounted member rates for OLLI on UVM campus 
programs
• Bi-Annual OLLI e-newsletter
• Invitation to join learning vacations and other special 
events
• Enriching volunteer opportunities
• Access to information on OLLI throughout the US

How to join St. Johnsbury Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institutes (OLLI): 
Just complete the membership registration form on 
the back of this flap and mail with your payment to the 
address provided.



Osher Spring 2022 Lecture Series
Thursdays, 1:30 PM at Catamount Arts
◊ Thursday, March 10 at 1:30 p.m. 
SONGS AND SPIRITS 
Dan Lindner 
Vermont musician, Dan Lindner, will speak about the art of  songwriting, 
illustrating his talk with live solo performances of  several songs from his 
upcoming “Spirits” CD (compositions  based on spiritual traditions from a 
broad cross-section  of cultures and traditions with topics as diverse as Greek  
mythology, Buddhism, Native American spiritual practice,  Hawaiian deism, 
New England folk beliefs and more). Dan will  discuss his approach to writing 
lyrics, composing melodies,  deciding on instrumentation and working out 
arrangements,  touching also on selecting accompanying musicians and the  
recording process itself. An engaging speaker as well as an  accomplished 
musician, Lindner will encourage participation in  what promises to be a lively 
Q&A segment.

◊ Thursday, April 14 at 1:30 p.m.
WEIGHING THE FAIRBANKS LEGACY 
Dan Swainbank, Author 
Topics will include: the invention of the platform scale and the  growth of the 
family business to become a worldwide enterprise;  the contributions of the 
three generations of men and women  to the growth and governance of the 
town; the creation and  sustaining of the Fairbanks institutional endowments; 
and the  political and social issues they confronted. He will also discuss  the 
delicate process of separating fact from legend, 21st  Century values as 
applied to 19th Century events, and objective  sources versus family sources. 
The Fairbanks legacy is a family  story – with triumphs and losses – as well as 
an historical record.

◊Thursday, March 17 at 1:30 p.m. 
THE OUTER LIMITS 
Bobby Farlice-Rubio 
Well known local educator, Bobby Farlice-Rubio, will discuss  the status of 
space related current events at NASA and the  deployment of the Webb 
Telescope.

◊ Thursday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m.
LOG DRIVES IN THE CONNECTICUT
RIVER VALLEY
Helen-Chantal Pike
New research and archival images from the works of Helen Chantal Pike’s late 
logging-historian father, Robert E. Pike.  Robert was born in Hamden, CT but 
was raised by an uncle in  Waterford, VT and was enchanted by the tales of 
the imposing,  spike-booted loggers who swaggered down the Connecticut  
River and camped on his uncle’s farm. He is the author of the  1967 Tall Trees, 
Tough Men (widely regarded as the definitive  history of the New England 
logging industry), and Spiked Boots,  a self-published 1956 compilation of the 
legends and lore  handed down for generations by those who lived and worked 
in  the woods and along the rivers of New England. 

◊ Thursday, March 24 at 1:30 p.m. 
LOCAL LIFE IN THE 1850’s: Adding  the Railroad, 
Embracing Abolition, and Raising Women As the 
New  Headers  
Beth Kanell, Author 
From the moment in 1850 when the Fugitive Salve Act passed,  the nation 
was destined for Civil War. How did that stunning  decade unfold – right here? 
Historian, novelist, poet and  memorist, Beth Kanell will tell us!

◊ Thursday, March 31 at 1:30 p.m. 
WRITING ABOUT HARRIET TUBMAN Bob Amos 
The story of one family’s important role in preserving the legacy  of a great 
American hero by writing about her in books and  magazine articles.

◊ Thursday, April 28 at 1:30 p.m. 
BESSIE’S STORY – Watching the  Lights Go Out  
Tom Farmen 
An inspiring story about a charming, brave, unpretentious  chocolate Lab who 
gradually loses her eyesight. The author  chronologically leads the reader 
from the original diagnosis to  terminal blindness for his beloved four-year-
old pet through the  two-and-a-half year transition to sightlessness. In the 
process,  Bessie unwittingly becomes an expert mentor and teacher for  the 
high-wire act of growing older with grace and optimism. With  videos and 
slides, Bessie’s story comes to life. ◊ Thursday, April 7 at 1:30 p.m.

MUSIC IS HISTORY AND HISTORY IS MUSIC
Robert Farlice
From the Revolutionary War to modern society, music has  always been an 
integral part of the American landscape.  Historical events and societal 
situations have led to the creation  of music that reflects the true meaning of 
our circumstances.  Song has long been a description of what’s going on to the  
solution we can muster. The presentation will explore these  songs and their 
relevance to our existence. We will explore the  origin of these songs to the 
inclusion in our history.

Health/Safety Information:
Due to the current situation of COVID-19, the University  
of Vermont expects all participants (including present-
ers) at UVM sponsored non-credit events (including 
OLLI), will be vaccinated. Masks are required to be 
worn indoors, regardless of vaccination status. Further, 
Catamount Arts requires proof of vaccination for all 
visitors/attendees to their facility. For full health & safety 
go to learn.uvm.edu/olli/stj

NEW REGISTRATION PROCESS!

We can no longer take any payments/registrations at the 
door. All members/attendees are strongly encouraged to 
pre-register prior to the start of the program. 
Registration/payment options:

Go to learn.uvm.edu/olli/stj and register online with your 
credit card; 

Or complete the registration form below indicating full 
series membership or which specific program(s) you 
attended/plan to attend; mail completed form and your 
check (made out to University of Vermont-OLLI) to: OLLI 
at UVM, 460 South Prospect Street, Burlington, VT 05401.
*If mailing in the registration, please allow 10-14 days from the date of mailing check to receipt & processing

For registration assistance, please call 802-656-5817

PLEASE NOTE: 2020 Spring Members are Already Registered; 
DO NOT reregister!

Membership Series Semester Special = $30; Individual programs = $8 each

St. Johnsbury OLLI Registration Spring 2022 Semester
______________________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________
City
______________________________________________________
Telephone#

___New Member   ___Returning Member  ___Indiv. Program Attendee

Are you a UVM alum? (Y/N) ___

Full Series Membership Registration $30 ___
Individual Program(s) $8 each

Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________

State

e-Mail Address

Zip


