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active Program Committee led by Sue Montague of 
St. Johnsbury.
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share your ideas with them. 
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St. Johnsbury OSHER
Lifelong Learning Institute

FALL 2022
LECTURE SERIES

Intellectually stimulating
learning opportunities

in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom

HOMESCHOOLERS  WELCOME

THURSDAYS, 1:30 - 3:00 PM

STARTING SEPTEMBER 15, 2022
THROUGH NOVEMBER 3, 2022

AT CATAMOUNT ARTS
ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

Founded in 2002 as the result of a generous grant 
from the Bernard Osher Foundation, based in San 
Francisco. The Osher Foundation has funded over 90 
universities throughout the United States to establish 
lifelong learning institutes that provide non-credit, 
college level programs for adults. There are eight OL-
LIs in communities throughout Vermont: Brattleboro, 
Rutland, Springfield, Central Vermont, Newport/Derby,
 St. Albans, Lamoille Valley, as well as St. Johnsbury. 
OLLI programs are also held on the UVM campus in 
Burlington.

Join Osher if you:
• Like to learn for the joy of learning
• Are interested in exploring a variety of topics and 

issues
• Enjoy interacting with others who want to continue 

to learn
• Want to support the ongoing programs provided 

by Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes in the 
• Northeast Kingdom 

Membership Benefits:
• Free attendance at all St. Johnsbury Osher pro-

grams this semester.
• Free attendance at 7 other OLLIs throughout Ver 

mont. Go to www.learn.uvm.edu/olli for offerings
• Discounted member rates for OLLI on UVM 
• campus programs
• Bi-Annual OLLI e-newsletter
• Invitation to join learning vacations and other 

special events
• Enriching volunteer opportunities
• Access to information on OLLI throughout the US

How to join St. Johnsbury Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institutes (OLLI): 
Just complete the membership registration form on 
the back of this flap and mail with your payment to the 
address provided.



Osher Fall 2022 Lecture Series
  THURSDAYS, 1:30 PM AT CATAMOUNT ARTS
◊ Thursday, September 15 at 1:30 PM 
THE GERSHWIN BROTHERS 
Robert Wyatt 
One of the nation’s foremost Gershwin scholars, Robert Wyatt will present 
the life and music of Ira and George Gershwin. Many songs and film clips will 
highlight the program. His book The Gershwin Reader was published by Oxford 
University Press in 2004. He is currently a piano faculty member at Middlebury 
Community Music Center.

◊ Thursday, October 20 at 1:30 PM
ANOTHER PIECE OF THE PUZZLE 
Peggy Pearl, Volunteer Director, 
St. Johnsbury History & Heritage Center 
St. Johnsbury History & Heritage had its beginnings in January of 2010 

with the formation of a Board of Trustees. Its mission was to find a place 
to preserve artifacts and archives of St. Johnsbury history as the Fairbanks 
Museum could no longer house them. After much searching, a house and barn 
were purchased at 421 Summer Street and in November of 2015 St. Johnsbury 
History & Heritage Center opened to the public. Volunteers staff the center, 
do the work of cataloging, preserving and exhibiting the collections, the 
grounds upkeep, and with the help of donations from the public, grants, 
etc., the place has become a destination. Another Piece of the Puzzle will 
reveal the future plans of the center and the stories these plans will tell. St. 
Johnsbury has a rich history and we are not done telling all of it yet!

◊ Thursday, September 22 at 1:30 PM
GORDON’S GRANITE CALLIOPE – REAL ROCK MUSIC 
John Gordon 
The whole story – the history of an idea, the solutions leading to its birth, the 
process needed to complete the calliope, and, finally, a short calliope con-
cert.  John built his calliope out of a 1,200 pound piece of granite. Today you 
can enjoy hearing this one-of-a-kind musical instrument (also called a steam 
organ) and learn how it all came about. 

Note: The concert piece of this presentation will be outside.

◊ Thursday, October 27 at 1:30 PM
VT WOMEN: NATIVE AMERICANs AND AFRICAN 
AMERICANS OUT OF THE SHADOWS OF HISTORY
Cynthia Bittinger, Author & Historian
A new talk on her book VT Women, Native Americans & African Americans: Out 
of the Shadows of History, Cynthia will revisit the subjects of her book which 
describes overlooked Vermonters who overcame prejudice and add to the 
stories of the Green Mountain state. She will explain why we have Black Lives 
Matter signs, tax exemptions for tribal lands, and why the Vermont legislature 
has passed a proposed constitutional amendment protecting “personal repro-
ductive liberty” that will go to voters in November. 

◊ Thursday, September 29 at 1:30 PM
SNOWFLAKE BENTLEY – HIS LIFE AND WORK
Sue Richardson, Great-Grand-Niece of Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley
This presentation will focus not only on the extraordinary gift that “Willie” 
gave us through the beauty of his photographs, but also the struggles he 
faced in perfecting his process as well as gaining acceptance from not only his 
family and friends, but the scientific community as well. In addition, we will 
be invited to get to know him on a more personal level through photographs, 
family stories and his writings.

◊ Thursday, October 6 at 1:30 PM 
FAIRBANKS MUSEUM, IT’S HISTORY AND 
DEVELOPMENT
Beau Harris, Collections Manager
This presentation will take us through the founding and evolution of the 
Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium.

◊ Thursday, November 3 at 1:30 PM 
USING MUSIC (OR OTHER CREATIVE PURSUITS) 
TO ENHANCE YOUR OWN LIFE AND THE LIVES OF 
OTHERS
Emily Nyman (with special guest Lynn Berry)
“Today’s goal: To inspire you with our stories and creative process. How? 
Through lecture, demonstration, performance, and Q&A, participants will 
gain insight into/experience the multifaceted power of music. We will share 
stories of our individual and collaborative journey… and ideas on how you can 
use your passion for music to enhance your own life and the lives of others. 
To learn more about Emily and Lynn’s musical journey and to listen to a few 
songs, go to www.emilynymanmusic.com.

◊ Thursday, October 13 at 1:30 PM
NATURAL BURIAL: 
YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW
Michelle Acciavatti, MS, Licensed Mortician, End of Life Specialist, 
Natural Burial Educator
In this slide show presentation, participants will learn why natural burial 

is worth considering as an act that benefits the environment, the work of 
mourning, as well as how to plan for a natural burial, and information about 
Vermont Forest Cemetery, the first cemetery in Vermont dedicated to natural 
burial and forest conservation Song has long been a description of what’s 
going on to the  solution we can muster. The presentation will explore these  
songs and their relevance to our existence. We will explore the  origin of 
these songs to the inclusion in our history.

Health/Safety Guidelines:
UVM sponsored non-credit functions/activities/offerings, 
whether held at UVM or at a non-UVM facility or location, 
are governed by the same health and safety policies. 
As such, UVM expects event participants, visitors and 
guests will be vaccinated. Masks are optional and wel-
comed. If the event is taking place at a non-UVM venue, 
consideration must be given to the requirements of the 
host site and the more stringent requirements will apply.

NEW REGISTRATION PROCESS!

We can no longer take any payments/registrations at the 
door. All members/attendees are strongly encouraged to 
pre-register prior to the start of the program. 
Registration/payment options:

Go to learn.uvm.edu/olli/stj and register online with 
your credit card; 

Or complete the registration form below indicating full 
series membership or which specific program(s) you 
attended/plan to attend; mail completed form and your 
check (made out to University of Vermont-OLLI) to: OLLI 
at UVM, 460 South Prospect Street, Burlington, VT 05401.
*If mailing in the registration, please allow 10-14 days from the date of mailing check to receipt & processing

For registration assistance, please call 802-656-5817

Membership Series Semester Special = $30; Individual programs = $8 each

St. Johnsbury OLLI Registration Spring 2022 Semester
______________________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________
City
______________________________________________________
Telephone#

___New Member   ___Returning Member  ___Indiv. Program Attendee

Are you a UVM alum? (Y/N) ___

Full Series Membership Registration $30 ___
Individual Program(s) $8 each

Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________
Date ____________ Title _________________________________

State

e-Mail Address

Zip


